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The years 1960-1961 were eventful in the
boxing life of Charles Sonny Liston. The
ex-St. Louis con was summoned before the
Senate Investigative Committee to answer
charges that a large percentage of his prize
earnings were divided between mobsters
with names like Frankie Carbo and Blinky
Palermo. He fought Eddie Machen, Roy
Harris, former German heavyweight
champion Albert Westpha and Zora
Folley. There were continued discussions
concerning what Sonny coveted most, a
bout with heavyweight champion Floyd
Patterson. Patterson and his manager
continued to demand that Liston clean up
his act by disassociating himself from his
manager, Pep Barone, and mobsters like
Frankie Carbo and Blinky Palermo.
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